Why By-Laws for a 4-H Club?
· "Where there is no law, but every man does what is right in his own eyes, there is the least of real liberty."
General Henry M. Robert, U.S. Army, Author: Robert's Rules of Order  Simply put, having rules to guide a club's way of doing business is the most fair to all involved.
· 4-H Club By-Laws provide a road map for club leaders and members and officers to follow.  They are the rules of the club made by the club for the club leadership and membership.
· By having a set of By-Laws (rules), a club has written reference to policies of the way things are to be run in a club setting.  When a situation arises and the club leadership or a member/member family wants answers and/or support from the 4-H office, it is very difficult for 4-H staff to assist without this written reference and situations are often resolved unsatisfactorily or remain unresolved and continue to cause agitation within the club.
Club Action Plan to Create By-Laws

1. Club Leader meets with club officers.  Provide an explanation of the what, why and how of creating by-laws, using examples provided.

2. Officers decide if they as a group will do the work or if a committee will be appointed to create the document.

3. If a committee is to be appointed, the President appoints a committee at a regularly scheduled business meeting of the club.  If the officers decided to do the work, the officers and the club leader (or another adult appointed by the club leader) acts as the committee.

a.   The committee should include at least one adult who acts as an advisor to the committee.

b.   The committee should be given a date when the document should be submitted to the leader and also a target date of when it is to be presented to the club membership.

4. Using the worksheets provided and a copy of Robert's Rules of Order, the committee creates a set of by-laws and submits it to the club leader for discussion.

5. The committee presents the document to the club at a regularly scheduled business meeting.  It is approved or rejected by a majority of the membership.  If rejected, amendments may be made at the same meeting and the amended document approved or the membership may send it back to the committee to make revisions and present it at a later date, designated by the club.

6. The club may submit a copy to the 4-H office, however this is not required.  The original document should be kept in a safe place (perhaps along with the club's charter) and a copy should be kept with the secretary's book for reference during business meetings.  The President should be provided a copy of the by-laws upon installation and every member should be provided a copy, including new members when they join the club.

